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Chris Back-Chris Ellison — Adjournment Debate 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan — Minister for Environment) [10.00 pm]: Earlier today a 
joint sitting was held to unanimously endorse the appointment of a new senator for Western Australia, Dr Chris 
Back. I want to add my congratulations to him as he embarks on his new life in politics. However, in 
acknowledging Dr Back’s appointment, I think it is also very appropriate that tonight I say a few words about 
former Senator Chris Ellison, whom Dr Back has replaced in the Australian Senate. 

As the Premier said earlier today, Chris Ellison will be remembered for his distinguished service to both Western 
Australia and the nation over more than 15 years as a senator for Western Australia, including more than 
10 years as a minister in the Howard government. As many members in this chamber will know, I had the 
opportunity to work for Senator Ellison for around eight years as both his parliamentary and policy adviser as 
well as in many other roles. During that time, and through various ministerial portfolios, particularly the justice 
and customs portfolios, I saw Senator Ellison take on many significant issues with distinction. These included, 
but of course were not limited to, the establishment of the Australian Crime Commission, the National Illicit 
Drugs Strategy, the establishment of the National Community Crime Prevention Program, negotiating with 
Alexander Downer the joint investigation with Indonesia into the horrific Bali bombings, introducing the air 
security officer program, increasing the Australian Protective Service presence at airports and delivering a 
significant increase in Customs funding, all of which showed his very strong commitment to border protection.  

Furthermore, as a senator, Chris was highly respected for his very wise and principled contributions to wider 
debates on various issues which were outside his portfolios and about which he was passionate. Of course, Chris 
also has had a long involvement in the Liberal Party, dating back to his time at university as a member of the 
University of Western Australia Liberal Club, where of course his very strong and enduring commitment to 
voluntary student unionism, which certainly continues today, first began. In addition, he was president of Perth 
division, my home division, and chair of the party’s constitutional and drafting committee. 

Chris is a wonderful example of a true parliamentarian—principled, determined and committed to the Western 
Australian community he served for more than 15 years. He instilled in all his staff the value of public service 
and the importance of making a contribution to the community. I am proud to have been one of his longest 
serving staff, along with Lisa Yarwood, Mathias Cormann, Brian Pontifex and, of course, one of my dearest 
friends, Marilyn Benkovic, Chris’s longest serving staff member, often known as my Canberra mum, who sadly 
passed away late last year.  

Of course, as Senator Mathias Cormann also said in a recent tribute to Chris, Chris leaves a lasting legacy, not 
only for his contribution to the federal Parliament, but also for the people on his staff whom he mentored over 
the years. A number of his former staff members are now federal and state members of Parliament. I am told that 
this may well be a record around Australia, certainly from a Liberal perspective. They include Attorney General 
Christian Porter; Senator Mathias Cormann; the federal member for Cowan, Luke Simpkins; me; and member of 
the Legislative Councillor-elect, Lizzie Behjat, who will be joining us here in the house in May. 

I wish Chris, his lovely wife, Caroline, and children, Siena, Nicholas and Sebastian, a wonderful life after 
politics and I thank him for the opportunities he afforded me over many years. He has been, and always will be, 
a mentor and friend. 
 


